Per eihankyes 
| to our valued Sponsors | 


SNAPX (BY nS 


uy pS <— 
Coca-CoLA ce AMATII CPS 


(® PARTY LAND @6 


jour secre 


PROGRAM 


I | Ra ee ay eee 
“=a Veritage Press supporting the MATCH DAY 
| Northern Spirit charge for 2002/2003 


results in print ce 
look no further 


\ Ae VERITAGE PRESS 


Tel: (02) 9280 2444 Fax: (02) 9280 4447 


Cafu + Vento s Pure Power 


i 


www.northernspirit.com.au 


View From The Top 
| can't really add any more to what | said in the 


last programme as print deadlines being what ; 


they are, has not allowed us the privilege of 
seeing what has been going on in the league for 
the past couple of weeks. 


However, first and foremost | must mention that 
all of us at Northern Spirit hope you had a 
wonderful Christmas and celebrated the New 
Year in style. 


Newcastle United poses many problems for 
teams and certainly gave us a bit of a lesson at 
EnergyAustralia Stadium earlier in the season. 
However, we have played a couple of games 
during our layoff and morale is high in the 
dressing room. Obviously we have not had our 
U/20 players in these games but it has managed 
to keep the rest of the squad in match condition. 
| must add here belated Congratulations to Adam 
Kwasnik for his call up to ‘the U/20 side. He 
deserves it. 


As ever we will go out and play our own game, 
let the opposition worry about us instead of the 
other way around. Make no mistake we will be 


out to score goals, as we always are, and provide 
plenty of entertainment for you, our fantastic 
supporters. 


Well, it’s a new year and one that | hope will see 
a turning point for Spirit. I've said before that | 
feel we will be a different proposition in the 
second-half of the season. The players have been 
getting used to each other and the football | want 
to see played but to expect a Top Six finish this 
term may be a tall order and | have no wish to put 
added pressure on the side. This campaign has 
been a steep learning curve for many of the team 
and | think they have managed it well, five 
players away on U/20 service proves that. 


Once again, | hope you all had an enjoyable 
Christmas and New Year and | trust we can make 
it that little bit more enjoyable as the season 
rolls on. 


Thanks again for your marvelous support. It is 
greatly appreciated by the players and all at the 
club. You are the best. 


Lawrie McKinna 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 


Sunday 5th January 
GATES OPEN AT 3.30PM - KICK OFF AT 5.00PM 


www.northernspirit.com.au 


Happy Birthday at North Sydney Oval 

Looking for an original birthday party idea?? If 
you are 13 and under, why not have your birthday 
party at the North Sydney Oval at one of our 
home games? The cost is $20 per child 
(minimum of 10 children) and the package 
includes: 


VIP match ticket in the Corporate Box 
Drink and Hot Dog 

Photo on the pitch with your birthday group 
Northern Spirit Roadshow 

1 signed football 

Visit from first team players 


Call 9460 2187 and book your party early!!! 


Northern Spirit Soccer Camps 


Our celebrated Northern Spirit Soccer Camps 
will be running over the January School holidays 
on the following days and locations: 


Learn & Develop new soccer skills 
Meet 1st team players 

Qualified coaches 

Indoor facilities at all venues 
Northern Spirit gift for all attendees 


Venue 1: Jacksons Road Playing Fields, 
Warriewood 


Monday 13th Jan - Friday 17th Jan 


Venue 2: Cromer Park, 101 South Creek 
Road, Dee Why 


Monday 20th Jan — Friday 24th Jan 


The camps will run from 9am - 3pm. Ages 6-16 
years for both boys and girls. 


Cost is $35.00 per day or $150 for full 5 day 
course. To book your child's space, order an 
application form, or simply for more information 
call (02) 8904 1487 or send an email to 
marketing @northernspirit.com.au. 


Cadbury Ice Cream Loyalty Card Holders 


Calling all our registered Cadbury Ice Cream 
Loyalty cardholders do not miss out, make sure 
you attend the match on the 17th January at 
Brookvale Oval v Sydney United. Every Loyalty 
cardholder that attends the game will receive a 
special Northern Spirit and Cadbury Ice Cream 
gift. Gifts will be handed out from the 


merchandise caravan to every Loyalty card- 
holder attending — don’t forget your cards and 
passports. 


The Spirit of Good Business 


Why not treat your valued clients to a night at the 
football, to see Northern Spirit do battle in the 
National Soccer League. You will be surprised by 
the value for money corporate packages available 
at the picturesque North Sydney Oval and 
Brookvale Oval. Corporate Boxes, or a spot in the 
Mollie Dive Stand, whatever your needs, we can 
meet them to make your night a memorable one. 
Special New Year packages are now available. We 
have function rooms to cater for private 
parties as large as 200, or as small as ten. 
For more information, send an email to 
marketing@northernspirit.com.au or contact the 
club on 9460 2187. 


Our Visitors Tonight 


Tonight we entertain our old foes Newcastle 
United in what promises to be a game for the 
fans to remember. These games always seem to 
produce a titanic battle with plenty of talking 
points to take away from the match. 


There are many ex-Spirit players in the side: 
Matthew Bingley, Scottie Thomas, Ryan and 
Adam Griffiths to name but a few. There is one 
man that will really need no introduction to the 
home fans of course, lan Crook. ‘Chippy’ was a 
part of Northern Spirit from day one and quickly 
established himself as a crowd favourite, both on 
and off the field. 


The records of matches between the two have 
finished thusly: P5 W1 D3 L1 F6 AQ (including 
the match at EnergyAustralia Stadium earlier this 
season). However, both matches at North 
Sydney Oval have produced draws as the legend 
reads: P2 WO D2 LO F1 A1. There is no reason to 
suspect that tonight's game will be anything but 
a close encounter also. 


Apart from those players mentioned above, 
others to watch for are: Esala Masi (# 17) who 
can unlock any defence on his day and, of 
course, the third Griffiths boy Joel (# 9). Joel has 
been finding the net recently, at time of 
publication, and is likely to push Damian Mori 
(Perth Glory) for leading scorer at the end of the 


campaign. If playing tonight, no doubt we hope 
his tally isn’t added to. 


United can boast a fairly stable starting line up 
and contains enough experience to get through 
the tough times, one of which we hope will be 
provided tonight. Obviously the home fans will 
want to see plenty of action at the ‘other end’ 
and finish the year with three points....and a 
hangover? 


The captain of the side is none other than Matt 
Bingley. His career has seen him take in a variety 
of clubs and represent Australia. Australian 
Schoolboy 1988, U/16 1987 and a U/20 
international in the World Youth Cup, Portugal 
1991. Represented the full national side sixteen 
times from 1993-97 and played in the 1997 
Confederations Cup in Saudi Arabia. Has also 
played for: St George, Marconi Stallions, 
Northern Spirit, Vissel Kobe and JEF united (both 
in Japan). 


Coach of the side is lan Crook. Started as an 
apprentice at a small north London club during 
which time he played 20-games for his solitary 
goal. Moved on to Norwich City and played for 
England B against Malta. Moved on to San 
Frecce (Japan) before coming to Northern Spirit 
to finish his playing days. Won the prestigious 
‘Coach of the Year’ award in his first full season 
at the helm of United. 


Expect a tight game, plenty of action and many 
talking points. These matches always seem to 
produce a dearth of memories for the fans and 
players alike. 


Spirit Scorers 2002/03 (& NSL) 


Vuko Tomasevic 4 NSL 4 
John Hutchinson 4 NSL 14 
Noel Spencer 1 NSL 4 
John Richter 2 NSL 2 
Andy McDermott 1 NSL 2 
Brent Fisher 1 NSL 1 
Adam Kwasnik 1 NSL 4 
Newcastle United Scorers 2002/03 (& NSL) 

Adam Griffiths 1 NSL 3 

Scott Baillie 1 NSL 13 
Joel Griffiths 8 NSL 39 
Scott Thomas 1 NSL 8 

Alex Moriera 1 NSL 43 


Travis Dodd 3 NSL 7 

Esala Masi 2 NSL 36 
Peter Tsekinis 1 NSL 10 
(After Rd 13) 

Olympic Sharks}12 | 9 2 hil 1 27 | 14 | 29 
Perth Glory 12) 9 0/3 i 24 | 11 | 27 
Sth Melb 12) 6 | 2] 4] 1 | 21 | 18 )20 
New Utd HD 3) 215 1 18 | 13 | 17 
Foot Kingz 12| 4 4/4 1 16 | 14116 
W'gong Wolves|12 | 4 4/4] 1 14 | 15 | 16 
Ad City Force |12 | 4 3) 5 1 18 | 17 | 15 
Syd Utd 12] 4 3) .5 1 12 | 16 | 15 
Melb Knights |12 | 3 5 | 4 1 20 | 25 | 14 
Parra Power TURES VS GSE T A), 141615) 112, 
Brisbane Str |12/ 3 | 2] 7] 1 | 20) 28/11 
N Spirit 10); 3 )2) 5] 1 | 14 )23)11 
M Stallions hee Cee PSE rT iSye 1) IEH PES 
Leading Scorer (After Rd 13) 

Damian Mori Perth Glory 12 
Joel Griffiths New Utd 8 
Anthony Pelikan Melb Knights 8 
Stuart Young W'gong Wolves 8 
Fernando Rech Brisbane Str U 
Patricio Almendra Foot Kingz 6 
Brad Hassell Perth Glory 6 
Harry Ngata Foot Kingz 6 
Vaughan Coveny Sth Melb 5 
Ante Milicic Oly Sharks § 
Referee! 


This week we look at the man-in-the-middle and 
the cautions he, and it is invariably a male 
dominated society in the NSL, has handed out 
up to Round 13 of this season. 


As we've mentioned before, all the cautions are 
merited or they wouldn't have been given out of 
course. But it is interesting to see who gives out 
the most and/or who is the more tolerant on the 
pitch. Another way of putting that is which 
referee commands the greatest respect from the 
players or is the luckiest to oversee the cleaner 
matches the NSL has to offer. 


With the card count running high with just over 
half of the campaign completed, the legend 
reads: Y = Yellow, R = straight Red Card and DY 
= Double Yellow (which usually isn’t as bad as a 
straight Red card). 


Y = 269, R- 19, DY — 12. 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT 
PLAYER 


Lupce Acevski 
Julian Watts 
Simon Bell 

Noel Spencer 
Alex Tobin 

Robbie Trajkovski 
Andrew McDermott 
lan Ferguson 
Adam Kwasnik 
Dylan Macallister 
Troy Cranney 
John Hutchinson 
ichael Cartwright 
Vuko Tomasevic 
Brent Fisher 
Hamilton Thorp 
Alex Wilkinson 
Jeremy Seales 
Paul Henderson 
Sean Walsh 
atthew Osman 
Steven Baveas 
itchell Prentice 
arcus Phillips 
Aaron Burgess 
Jonathan Richter 
atthew Hunter 
Jacob Rex 

Adam Foti 

Russell Woodruffe 


POSITION 


Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Defender 
idfield 
Defender 
idfield 
idfie 
idfie 
Striker 
Striker 
idfie 
idfie 
Defender 
idfield 
Striker 
Striker 
Defender 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Midfield 
Defender 
idfield 
Midfield 
idfield 
Striker 
idfield 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Striker 
Striker 


14/11/77 

17/03/71 

21/10/78 
26/07/77 
03/11/65 
24/07/72 
24/03/77 
15/03/67 
31/05/83 
17/05/82 
09/02/72 
29/12/79 
03/08/79 
13/05/80 
06/07/83 
21/08/73 
13/08/84 
17/02/76 
22/04/76 
14/02/84 
29/07/83 
07/04/84 
02/03/83 
17/10/73 
10/11/78 
12/04/83 
29/04/84 
04/10/84 
20/02/84 
08/11/85 


=) 


OF OF—5 OF Ole P= Web 


PLAYER 


Daniel Beltrame 
Michael Prentice 
Andrew Roberts 
Chris Zoricich 
Scott Thomas 
Matthew Bingley 
Travis Dodd 
Mark Wilson 
Joel Griffiths 
Alex Moreira 
Peter Tsekenis 
Scott Baillie 
Milan Blagojevic 
Ryan Griffiths 
Adam Hughes 
Joseph Schirripa 
Esala Masi 
Mitchell Johnson 
Adam Griffiths 
Tom Willis 
Keegan Wolfenden 
Robbie Middleby 
Jobe Wheelhouse 


Steve Eagleton 


POSITION 


Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
idfield 
efender 
idfield 
idfield 
Striker 
Striker 
Midfield 


Defender 
idfie 
riker 
idfie 
idfie 
Striker 
idfie 
idfie 


Goalkeeper 


Defender 
idfield 
idfield 
idfield 


28/12/75 
22/09/82 
28/03/70 
3/05/69 
19/08/74 
16/08/71 
6/01/80 
4/07/74 
21/08/79 
2/08/74 
4/08/73 
11/03/70 
24/12/69 
21/08/81 
14/07/82 
9/10/82 
9/03/74 
26/02/83 
21/08/79 
4/11/83 
4/04/86 
9/08/75 
14/04/85 
26/10/76 


With some 76-matches officiated in to date, that 
equates to: 3.5 yellow cards per game and more 
than one Red card per Round. Staggering 
figures when it is considered that, at best, only 
6-matches are played each and every weekend. 


The full list of cards to date bears the legend: 
Name, matches in charge, Yellow cards, Red 
cards, Double Yellow and adopts a points system 
of one for a yellow and three for a send-off. 


Con Diomis UL 35 (61 0 38 
Eddie Lennie 8 Sort 0) 38 
Brett Hugo di 19\ 5 4 34 
Matthew Breeze 7 Zee Ae 3 33 
Angelo Nardi 5 25) 2 1 31 
Craig Zetter 6 2822) 2 29 
Mark Shield 9 24 0 0 24 


Perry Mur 6 v0) 0 23 
Ben Williams = VW 2 1 23 
Derek Rugg 5 Sig 2: 1 21 
Simon Micallef 5 18. 0) 0) 13 
Peter Green 4 125 (Or 10 12 
Simon Pryzdacz 1 4 0 {0} 4 

James Lewis 2 3 0 (0) 3 


The only way a referee can gain experience is by 
doing the job and it has to be remembered that 
it is a huge step up from State League football to 
the country’s premier competition. Allowances 
can be made but the fact remains that the 
figures speak for themselves. This guide is not 
used to berate the referees or cause dissent but 
you can't argue with the numbers. Another point 
is that it takes a very special breed to get out 
there and control a game. At best you are called 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 2002-2003 
NORTHERN DIVISION -RESULTS — ROUND 13 


ROUND 13 MATCH - Played on Tues 10 Dec 2002 


ACTAS 1 
(Menser 51' pen) 


Canberra Deakin 5 
(lvanic 12' 21', Spaleta 27’ 85’, Pideski 41’) 


MATCH BROUGHT FORWARD FROM ROUND 15 -To be played on Wed 11 Dec 2002 


Olympic Sharks Youth 
Match postponed due to waterlogged pitch 


AIS 


POSTPONED MATCH FROM ROUND 1 - Played on Sat 14 Dec 2002 


Newcastle United Youth Z 
(R.Griffiths 12’, Wilkinson 24') 


SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER 2002 


Marconi Mustangs 1 
(Turrisi 20') 
Northern Spirit Youth 1 
(Vasili 53’) 
AIS 2 


(Lagana 8’, Jankovski 72') 


SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER 2002 
Sydney United Youth (0) 
( 


BYE - Newcastle United Youth 
BYE - Olympic Sharks Youth 


ACTAS 1 
(O'Brien 23’) 

Marconi Stallions Youth 1 
(Mengi 46’) 

Parramatta Power Youth (0) 


Wollongong Wolves Youth i 
(Dellis 55’) 


QAS 1 
Grossman 56’) 


deficient in eye department to the tune of one, 
are of dubious single parenthood, often practice 
solo sex but are good to animals, especially 
guide dogs! 


So who are the clubs that have picked up the 
most cautions? 


Using the same legend as that of the referees, 
We can see that there have been some slight 
changes in recent weeks, but nothing major in 
all honesty. 


Sydney United 12-> 19a 3 34 
Brisbane Strikers 12 26 2 2 32 
Marconi Stallions 11 31 0 0. 34 
Northern Spirit (Oy 20nens 1 29 
Football Kingz 122251 0 28 
Adelaide Force 12 227) O) 0 27 
Melbourne Knights 12 23 1 1 26 
Parramatta Power 11 16 3 2 25 
South Melbourne 12 13 3 2 22 
Olympic Sharks 12a 4 1 22 
Newcastle United 12 19 O 0 19 
W'gong Wolves 1 Ph) |) 0 7 
Perth Glory 12314) 10) 0 14 


Northern Spirit drop to 4th on the table, a good 
sign, but of course we will have missed three 
matches by the time this goes to print. That is 
not to say that the club will automatically jump 
back to the top in the ratings. 


As mentioned previously, it appears the teams 
with the smaller and/or younger squads are the 
ones picking up most cautions. The reasons for 
this are many and varied of course. Stamina 
plays a huge part in the teams with the younger 
players. The NSL is played at a faster rate and 
the recovery time for younger players, therefore, 
is greater. Many pick up cautions for late tackles 
which, if looked at closely, is generally in the 
early stages of their careers as they adapt to 
that pace. 


That doesn’t eke out the players who, 
surprisingly, manage to get enough cautions to 
miss the Christmas fixtures on a regular basis 
each year. And there are a few of them! 


So can we expect this peculiar trend to continue 
for the remainder of the campaign? 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 2002-2003 


NORTHERN DIVISION - LEAGUE LADDER - ROUND 13 
—_—_—_—_————— eee 


TEAM P Ww 
Parramatta Power Youth 1 7 
AIS 10 6 
Canberra Deakin 12 6 
Wollongong Wolves Youth 10 5 
Newcastle United Youth an) A 
Sydney United Youth 10 I) 
Northern Spirit Youth 10 4 
Olympic Sharks Youth 11 3 
ACTAS 10. 4 
QAS 1 8 
Marconi Stallions Youth 1 2 
Marconi Mustangs a 0 


D B iL F A Pts 
2 2 2 30 16 23 
3 2 1 16 W 21 
2 2 4 33 18 20 
Dy 2 3 2) 13) 17 
4 2 ) 18 16 16 
0 2 5 25 16 15 
3 2 3 8 6 15 
5 2 3 13 12 14 
1 2 5 16 21 13 
2 2 6 14 28 1 

3 2 6 1 28 9 

3 2 8 3 29 3 


One would suspect the answer to that question 
being yes. There is no reason to expect any 
change unless the players become meeker or 
the officials have a tremendous Christmas and 
New Year and become far more lenient in their 
approach to matches. Obviously it would be in 
detriment to the code if the latter were 
to happen 


Therefore the onus is on the players to become 
more diligent in their work practices. No-one 
wants to see the best or the emerging young 
stars sitting in the stands for matches, not even 
with injuries, so the only solution is for them to 
adapt their playing style in subtle ways. It is no 
good for a player, coach or team if the 
competitive streak is removed but perhaps it 
needs to be channeled in slightly different ways 


You can't have a game without players and by the 
same token you can't play it without the officials. 


Love them or hate them the referee has a 
thankless job which few would be prepared to 
give a go. Some decisions go against but it all 
evens out over the course of a season. That is 
what makes this game the greatest sport in 
world history. 


Maybe we are all gluttons for punishment but it 
keeps us coming back for more every week. 


That is what makes this the greatest sport in 
world history. 


Next home game at 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


SYDNEY UNITED 


FRIDAY 17TH JANUARY - GATES OPEN AT 5.30PM 
KICK OFF AT 7.30PM 
BROOKVALE OVAL 


www.northernspirit.com.au 


No one knows Australia better than Qantas. That's why 


more people choose to fly to and around Australia with us. 
www.gantas.com.au 


